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OBSERVATOR. 
Remarks on ber Majefty's Letter'to the Arch-Bifbop of Canterbury. . Of the Convocati- 
on, and its Power. How it flood in the Days of our Anceftors, and bow Oc 


now: They have no Power, but from the 


7 


ucen andthe Law. Of the pretended Di 


vine Right. Of the Prefbyters of the Church of England... Of the Rehearfer’s Chal 








lenge. 
pst From Saturday, April 26. to (ednesday, April 30.1707. 
Country-m. After, that’s an excellent Let- Fobu. From which Time forward, fays Selden; the 


| ter of her Majefty’s. Certain- 
ly no Queen ever bore fo long, or fo much 
trom an‘infolent Priefthood ; and now her 
Majelty isforc’d to affert her SUPREMACY, 
fhe does it in a Manner fo gentle, that it far 
exceeds their Deferts. But, Mafter, to the 
Point; [want to know what this CONVOCA- 
TION is; for there’sa fad Noife about this 
Matter already; the High-Church-men fay 
tis the CHUCH, the Steeple, the Bells, the 
Clappers, the Ropes, the Omnium getherum Ec- 
clefafticum, all falling, going I don’t know 
whether; and this makts fuch a Pother a- 
mong us poor Country Fellows, that don’t 
know who Mr. Convocation is, that we are fome- 
times going to Loggerheads about it; but we 
all find by the Queen’s Letter, that he’s faw- | 
cy, and mifbehaves himfelf towards her Ma- 


jelty. 
diy I fhall endeavour. to give you a brief 
View of the CONVOCATION, and as clear 
2 one, as the Limits of this Paper will allow. 
They are the Reprefentative Body of the 
Clergy affembled in Convocation, and do make 


two Houfes, as in Parliament, the Bi/hops the 


Upperjand the inferior the Lower Houfe. 
é arnt nee ot thenntety phir 
they pleafe, but are call’d as the v 1 
gy of the Word Convocation thea jog — 
But how are they call’d, and by whom ? 
Formerly they met by the Power of the Le-| 
gate or Metropolitan only, “till Edward the VI, 
at which Time the Nation began to own them 
as aflembl’'d by the King’s Writ. ' . 
_ And ‘ : ea By ped Ae That the 
Clerks of Convoca call’d. _KING’s 
WRIT, and their Kg oars gan foal have fuch 
_in coming, carrying, and going, .as Mem- 
bers of the Parliament have. 80 as though they 
are not Members, yet they are, in this! pet, 
; Members, if they affemble by the King’s 
rit 


The Antiquity of this Court is great, as we 
may.{ee in 4. Inftitut. cap. 74. but never fo 
great in Power as fome bie would have it. 


Nor is it that Coart of the call’d the 
Church Gemot, mention’d in the Laws of Hen- 
vy the I. as not only the Work thereof, 
therein fet down, do fufficiently declare; but 
itis evident, that in Hemy the II’s Days, the 
grand Councils of the Kingdom were: jointly 
mix'd both of Clergy and Laity; nor could the 
Clergy thut the Laity from their 

till about the Times of Rich, the L. or King 


Laity were fo far from proteting them, that all their 
Care was to keep them from violating the Liberties 
of the People. V3 

But the Difference betwizt Afcury the VIII. 


and the Pope, fet the Clergy ‘on a better Foor, 


if they had Grace to acknowledge it, ‘than 
when they were feated'in Convocation by thi 
Papal Authority ; for then what Turmoils did 
they undergo ? What Perplexities and Confu- 
fions ? Seldom or never pleafing the Man of 
Sin, that poffcfs'd the Holy Chair. 

King Shits the VIII. tenders them better 
Conditions, both for Eafe and Honour, and 
more fuitable to their Intereft; yet (as.agood 
Hiftorian fays) they weré loath to accept it, 
becaufe they had been Slaves by Pre{cription. 

Men accuftam’d to, Slavery, have very wild 
and wandering Notions of Freedony, How 
uneafy were they by the Multiplicity of Sum- 
mons interfering one with another; fometimes. 
from the Pope, fometimes from the Metropolitan, 
as oft from. the King, but ftill embarras’d 
by a foreign Power? But now by AG of Par- 
liament of Hen. VIII. the Provivicial and Le- 
gate aLatcre, are kick’d off the Stage, and'they 
are at no Man’s Call, but the King’s Writ. 

Now, by this Statute 23. Hex. 3. the King’s 
Vote is aflerted, the negative Vote is reftor’d, 
and himfelf made as well HEAD of the CON- 
VOCATION. as HEADof the CHURCH; no- 
thing,can pafs there without his Concurrence, 
nor come) to the Confideration of Parlia- 
menf, ‘without his Pleafure,; and thus thie 
King has. a double Vote in every Church-Ordi- 
nance; one, as in the Parliainent, to pe the 
fame as an Act of Parliament, which I {yp- 
pofe is the Opinion of the great Judge, Jnfiit. 

the other, as a Member of the CONVOCA- 
TION, to pafs their Advices to the Parlia- 
ment, and therefore he might fit in Perfon a- 
mongft them, or by his Vicar, as King Henry 
the VIII. did by the’ Lord Crommeil, 

Formerly they, pretended a Divine Right for 
the Power of Convocation in the Clergy only, 
which fome fettled in the Pope, others in the 
Prelacy, others in the King, &c. but this pi- 
ous Juggle foon vanifh’d, and now they fit 
by a Derivative Power from the AG of Parlia- 
ment, from which, as from the HEAD,they 
receive Life and Power.’ ; 
As tou their Charging the Clergy, if 
it were for. the King’s Service, they were ever 
fummon'd by the King’ Writ, and their Act 
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fi ing of the Vote, ‘tilt tke Parliament con- 


tirm’d the fame; for without their Concur-, 
rence, they = no Power to char 
uta the fame,but byt 
( aot en {tand the 
rt m Me Care fufter’ 


on, either in Right or Power, by the Change 







mn 1 Hey the Vill 
As touching their impofing, Laws upon the 
Laity, in Points of Worfhip and rine, it 


:s evident, though they aint d fuch 4 Pow- 
er, they had it not, for they were atdegeth 
contented to get the Support of the Statute 
J.aws- of theRealm, as may appear in the par-. 
ticular Laws concerning the Obfetvation of 
the Lords-day, €'c. 22. Hen. 6. fol. 14. + smgcae 
i {hall not trouble you with Precedents, nor 
the Relation of many adjudg'd Cafes relating 
to Convocation, “tis Lufficient to tell you, that 
they have no Power but what is deriv’d ‘from 
the Gtowh, as the Queen is velted folely with 
the Executive Power ; the Queen and the Law, 
is what governs them and us: The (Queen has 
a twofold Capacity, Civil and Religious, and. 
has the Security of Law for both, as Supream 
HEAD, Head of the State, and "Head of the 
Church. 
To illuftrate this Point for the better to 
( ee Capacities, it may not be amifs here 


any Free- |'p 
ir Chugch.4good 

o Stead. Took, 
fo Alteras 17)?" 


Maxim, or Saying, or what you pleafe, that &, 
Hadera eft Signum venalis Vini ; ; A Buth nutig ul eben we 
Sigh} oit, gives Notice, that Wine is to be fold ar thas 


lace ; but we have an Eng/ifp Saying, (anc ours are 
) that good Wing meeds 0 Bu. We have, 
b in avour p> Tog@ nom facit Phity. 
he Go Cs NOs mM. tbe RUT phen, Nu 
bwin make a good Laivyer, e ! Gleroe. 
man, And, Roger, fome People that have no Gov, ; 
on their Backs, may underiiand asmuch Law and Divi: 
mty, as thofe thar have ‘ein on, 
Bur, Koxer, LC will venture-to fay thus much, (lot the 





is 







Prefoyters of thé: Church of England fay v whar they pleas, 
to the contrary) that the D ‘eb in tes of rhe Refor,: 
Church of England, are Prefbyrevian : 1 inean the Jo. 


ctrines in the thirty nine Articles: or nd thole fow Ar. 

ticles of the thirty nine, to which the Diffenters vd bir 

] *gree, are adiaphorows, and ind: ferent in themfelves, ny 

in Schipture; made Terms pF Com nuhion ; or are thee 
1 


neceflary to Salvation, but are civil Articles, | 
the Sanction of the State. 


w+. 
awe 7 


So that the Prefbycerians and. the thue Church-tigy 
have the fame Faith, yo it the fame W ay to H. 
Oppofe alike al] the Ens mies of the Fai h, and differ One 
ly conc: ping Rituals, or Cerenx wie in. Re] Qh on 
which like Accidents ma LW abeffe EF 2. eff ne Ditery ig 


Subjeti, may be,-or hot be, without the De itruction of 
the Proteitant Religion. 

Country-m. Matter, Lam furethe Difienters are ber. 
ter Friends ro the Queen and own her Authority more 
than the Fa¢tion of High Church ; and thar the Pret 
rerians preach up the Dottrines 6f the Chureh of En, 
land, as much as avy ‘of her Members. 

OY, Roger, Iwill give thee an Obfervation, w 
I Jeave to thy Confideration, and the Thoug ht ot 


ere that are willing to think, viz. That tho/e 


in the tat Parliament addre/s’d the Queen to ta 





ou a fhort Touch on the pretended 
Dike ve Righ bt, the Subterfuge of the Clergy, on 
which om. found their Power, and to which) 
they hawe Recourfe when they invade the Roy. 
al Prerogative. 
Tis evident, pen Bey Waigon are &- 
ny other F oundation t 
the isa diational Church, and ee sla ers: 


pec Laws, do give the to wl 
is claun’d from kd Laws Seon wh a 


ed, and not ta- 
ken, Adenrgercci' ae grate, att 


as the oe be 
ro 


. 


the fame Authority as 
his y they have the fame 7 
Law. Now, ifthere bea D 

















of her Royal Prerogative, ure mow the only P, 

Siriveto invide it, and would take it from her. 
Country=m. 1 will mark thatdown: But here’s the 

pret challenges you: to anfwer his Number 200, 


“ON. er, he’s a coaxing Pug; he would fain 

me off e "1 rf lay hisold Sins be 
as fore his Face, and then conviét-him of his new Errors, 
He’s anfwer’ din a few Lines, and fhall certainly hear 


eS | OF ine —. Good Night, Roger. 
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; Kents ees fit to e rging ily 

de oie Cafe lies vie (I mean all this a puter te Lacon iency) infe 
whi | ya "Gonortl @a, or Munning o 
one win wi remot mashed - 4 sof tii cae 
— ei at) ian as are ill 
Crown is/bur . | Ger of 3 ny Relidts of the faid Difeate. To be had 
wwe inst by s be Me d-Contrts in, the 
Crown ar no fix Doles, feal’d up 
. Ladies - ven fe, and will be deli 
Co ag hago te Ce ghe Author of this Paper si 
ft the fa ards sor cn 
ae | ele iy ace conc oti e 

Country-m. . Mafier, ' si fom ex 





rience. Bur Dhavea | 
here bane phe Art 


ised bes 
re meddle with Law Gales? 






who cry the about the Streets, make it-theit 
rad bigs erie atfo much 2 Werk, 


shat are willing, 40 know publick Affairs 
: ; > 





‘ards return pie} tw 
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. ; than: two im aQuire, which 
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“And this may ferye to infora: 
ehiat 42 for Reading publics 











saa apg: ‘ ye fot he Row +59 to the Proprievor, ani an un)~ 
with a Gunn fee tf | 3 j* "Dhe Title, Profact, and Index to the Fifth Voiur- 
. Court, -becaule as pafs’d ator, axe xo be had ar B. Bragge’s, * the 
“1 1 Courts, ox the Univesity ; in rer = Pa 
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